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Preferential Option for the Poor
Introduction
	The Catholic Social Teaching emphasizes the need to offer help to women, children and the people living below the poverty line. The CST pays particular attention to poverty and the reduced social participation caused by the lack of essential material resources. The major theme of the teaching is the need for society to offer protection and care to the most vulnerable people in most communities. The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops founded a humanitarian aid fund called the Catholic Campaign for Human Development that raises funds and distributes it to charities that agree with the fundamentals of Catholic Social Teaching. The CST works with the charities to help the poor build assets to bridge the gap between the poor and the wealthy for greater social good.
Summary
	The early social encyclicals of the Catholic community grew concerned about the individualistic accumulation of wealth in the capitalist economy of the United States of America. In the 1970s, during the emergence of liberation theology, poverty was among the leading causes of death in many societies. This group of theologians perceived poverty as a negative aspect of life and as such labeled it as a social sin promoted by economic policies, tax policies, and other societal structures. During a conference for bishops of Latin America in 1968, economic justice for the poor was categorized as a biblical mandate and made a priority. In 1986, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops drafted a letter that questioned the morality of the US capitalist economy with the help of ministers, workers, economists and many other experts. The message drew themes from CST and avoided targeting any economic systems directly when addressing social injustices such as sexism, racism, and poverty.
	The bishops referred to the Scripture to point out four points as grounds for preferential treatment of the poor. They alluded to Jesus’ affinity for the impoverished, the notion that poverty leads to marginalization, the poor providing the vantage point of measuring societal structures, and God’s use of the church as an instrument for showing love for the vulnerable. Following these conclusions, the Catholics established a fund to help alleviate poverty. The movement identified asset building as the best way to help poor people improve their economic status. The worrying trend of an increasing wealth gap in the US is evident from the 2010 census report that indicates the poverty rates were at 15.1 percent of the population.
Personal Insight
The poor in society lack protection from social injustices and marginalization. The Catholics’ initiative of helping the poor to fight poverty and rise through the social stratum is a noble idea because it promotes the greater good. It is unfair for some people to lead lavish lifestyles while others wallow in poverty to the extent of dying from starvation. Society is losing humanity by ignoring the plight of other human beings by focusing on one’s interests. The world would be a better place if we all joined the humanitarian efforts of the Catholic Campaign for Human Development.
Lessons from the Article
There is a large percentage of humanity that lives in poverty due to social injustice. Society can help these people by helping them build assets and access basic needs and amenities. Economic systems will thrive if the wealth gap reduces and greater equity is realized.
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